3l Jammary 1958

Frem: Vice Admiral O, B, HARDISON, USN{Rst.) M__@_&_‘_ a

Te: Fleet Admiral Willlam ¥, HALSEY, USN(Rset.)

Subj: Fimal Report on termination of duties . __

Raf: {a) Admirel Maleey's Office Memo of 15 Jan 1958 -&7‘--
SRV

Emel: (1) My itr of 19 Oct 1957 P

(2) My ltr of 14 Nov 1957 Sl e
(3) Ratus of Enterprise Drive

{4) Agenda for Comference held om 5 Dec 19587

(5) Motes om Cenferemce held on 5 Dec 1957

(6) Accomplishmenta to Date

({7) Ratement at beginning of Conference held om 27 Jan 1958

(8) Decisions made at 27 January Conference

1. In accerdance with your approval, my duties with you here in New
York terminate as of 31 January 1958,

2. There are enclesed herowith, largely as a matter of receord, and for
possible future reforence, various papers prepared during my tenure, which
give a goeod picture of events during that period. They are Eaclosures (1)
through {8). Ehere 12 20 necessity for any additionsl detalled report as yeu
have been kept informed and are familiar with the day by day course of
events. However, it is necessary to give you a brief account of the inter-
view with SecNav ea 30 January 1958, aand a report jof last rminute devalop~
mests, and of snfinished business which requires completion.

3. Ona 30 Jamwary 1958, Rear Admirel Hamilton, Mr. Harry # eltea,
Treasurer of the Enterprise Association, who, ia the absence of the
President, Mr. Rubia, acted for him, and myself called om the Secretary
of the Navy aad the Chief jof Naval Operations te inform them of the present
ststus of the Esterprise Drive and te reach a decisioa as (o the fature.
Enclesure {8) gives an sutline of the Enterprise Asseciation’s pesition as
pressatdd te the SecMav by Mr. Weltea. The decision was to disceniinue
the Brive te save ths ship, and to concentrate oa the establichment of
Lesser type Memorial, sush as the placing of the mast oz bridge of the
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astlsar-powsred carrisr "ENTERPRISE". Admivel Hamilton, Mr. Woltem,
Captain Fiuckey of the Maval Acadsmy, mysel, and a represeatative of
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te pick cut a suitable item for remeoval te Ansapolis. The Association
ek Mhuﬂm-mﬂ-hm---ﬂ“lﬂnu-m-uﬂum
{oaly sne remains) gate of the Stadium the "Esterprise Gmte”,

4. I my opinien, the feregeing completes ysur connectiea with the
Enterprise Drive and with the Association with two exceptisas. These are|

a. The packiag up and transferral of papers, files, and material
beafing om the Eaterprise Drive. Whila there may be cerrsspemdence
semiag in ceacerning this for some tims, the mals transfer should take
place as soen as practicable. Feur office lasiructions, reference [a)
cover this and particularly direct LCDR Weville to see that it is effectéd.
|
b. While actuzlly the Enterprise Association should inform demors
of the intended use of their funds, by reasoa of your perseaal ceansction
iL a oubtful avallability to the Association of means
_of aceemplishing this expeditiously, I believe this should be done [n yeur
sffice, but in the name of the Association. You have previeusly indicated
~your approval of this and | have instructed LCDR Neville that such is to
be dens. R seems to me a simple card or printed staiement seat to each
denor will suffice. There may be seme esseptions where 2 more detailed
| metice is requirdd but shees I believe will be fow if any. A rough draft
| which embedics my ideas is included in this letter. —
o e et
c. The fellowing departments and agencies whose approval of the
site was reqesstc. by you should be infermed of & decision te terminate:

" The Natiomal Capital Planasing Commission

The Fins Arts Commissiea
The Beard of Commmissioners of the District of
/ Celwmbia
S | the Secretary of Commerce (CAA)

PQ}' J—'/ i - Secretary of Ioterier (National Parks Servies)

Ths Becretary of the Navy (Deme)

&f Vice Admirel Reed, USNR (Ret.) should be informed and thanked
w you for his services and se should Mr. Moran aad Mr. Stillmans.
®

. Needless to say, the varicus superflusus articles of farniture,
extra talophonss, otc., should be removed from the office and the affise
restored te its proper comnditica.

5. In conclusiom let me express to you my great pleasurs in haviag aa
to serve snce agais with yeou. Fhe happiest mesnests of my
Naval carser see these in which we have hoen aseoelated. B geos withowd
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saying that if at any time | can be o additional servica, it will b &
privilege to havs you call upon me [or this purpese. My , -manesi
address in Washingien is 5160 Mamning Place, N.W., Washiagtea 16,
D, C, and my telophene number is EMdersoa 2-376l. If anything should
arrive that ceacerans the Drive or ether matters about which you are ia
douldt aad you foel 1 can help, please call upoa me,

s,

The following is a dra® cepy of a proposed statemant (o be placed en

a post card or em a printed sheet and distributed te donors of the Entar-
prise Drive:

"The Enterprise Asseciation, by ressea of the withdrawal of

Fleet Admiral halsey, our Chairman, necessitated by reassas

of health; the geserally unfavorable economic cenditions prevalliag;

snd various other factors, fesls that the Drive to ralse funds to

~ save the ship cannot succeed and has reluctantly decided to terminats it,

“Fuads colledted to date are being andited and these, loss essential
sdministrative expenses, will be devoted (o a less cestlyftype of
memerial. FPresent plans contemplate the transportiag of the mast
or mavigating bridge to the Naval Acadamy, aad the erectioa there in
or near the Mew Memorial Stadiwm, in additiom, the incorperstiom ef
an Enterprise Gats ia the Radium Mructure. The exact nature of the
maemorial to be established fio baing studied by a2 commitios appalated
by the President of the Associatien, and is subjesat to [actors of cost
and sdaptabllity to the Sadium design.

"You will be delighted to kanow that the Secretary of the Kavy has
indicated his intention of naming our first nuclear-powered carrier,
"ENTERPRISE".

"While our imability to suceed in the largar project ls -egretted, it
is falt the plan outlined abeve will result ia a mosi suitable and
werthy memerial to a great skip.

BILL RURBIN,
President, Esterprise Asseciatica”

O, B. HARDISON. .
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